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SUBJECT; Communique on Interhandel

The Political 'apartment issued a cossmraiqn6 on Jdns 28, 1957 --1
relative to tee letters it bad rescind concerning tbs Int.:taint@
case. One letter was from Mr. Hermann Abe, she was in charge on the
German side of the negotiations with the United States on the
liberation of Garlaulassets. The other letter is from the liquidators
Of I. G. Pathan.

According to the communique, Mr. Abs stated in his letter that,
although General Aniline and Pike Corporation MS WA Gera property,
there are some debts tic/sera owed by InterIzudiel to I. G. lembea:
The second letter, from the liquidators of I. G. Patten, awarding to —
the communique relates to an investigation underway concerning 	 •	 011141
possible debt: owed I. G. Parboil by InteSndel and indleates tbat 	 Mos •legal prodeedings are being initiated in order to Obtain inforation

• indicating whether such debts exist	 eit=0.
• ferria •

The subject communique is attached In informal translation. It
will be rioted that the conammique concludes that tare snbject letters fariaM

are now being studied by the Government, but'do t net appear to contain
information which would modify the lederal Council's opinion matte

tC4,24-tiInterhandel case.
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Informal translation of Communiqué on Intertandel.
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The Case of Interhandel

During these last. days the Political Department has received.
two letters concerning the Interhandel case, one written by Mr.
Hermann Abs, who had been charged two years ago by the German
Government to negotiate with the United States on the liberation
of the German assets sequestered in the latter country; the other
from the liquidators of I. G. Parben.
• In 1955, Mr. Abs declared that the General Aniline and Film
Corporation could not and would not ba claimed as German property,
as the shares of this society sequestered in the United States
belonged to the purely Swiss firm Interhandel in Basel, and sera
therefore Swiss property. In his ! letter, Mr. Abe states that
to:flowing - discussions which took place in Switzerland between the
• •fironle-L--ative Council of Interhandel and the shareholders of the
opposition, and also in the press, the liquidators of I. G. Farben
have made enquiries which seem to show that I. G. Farb= might
still have some debts outstanding from Interhandoi. Mr. Abs,
however, does not disoleim his previous statements -concerning
the Swiss =tore of Interhandel, but specifies that I. G.--Parben
...as no claime to present ? either against the American Government
ca. against Interhandel as far as the latter's participation in
GAP is -concerned..

te.026. ••The second letter, written by the liquidators of I-. G. Parben,
axe-) Rinet tbat they are incesttgating at present if L. G. Parben. has "efts.r
any debts outstanding from Iffterbandel and make known their inten-
tion of . starting a legal procedure in aceder-to • obtain in -this • •
winner the information 'Stich wod, aflea thea-tadertandne.whether erc=e;51
Jac& debts exist The liquidate:1ra -asks no legal °SIMS an eithet laM)
•IA2 or the ablaze capital of Ircterbande4 but OS dehts.reaulting

- from transactions- bandied. by InterhaMel. •• •or• the bank -Sturzezw.gger
-A behalf of I. G. Parben.
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nxterhangerr which has received from the liquidators of I. G.
Farben copies of these two letters, has infcamted the PolL Seal . . • el44:4':,4,3A.-21:

171,partanent that it Contests the existence : cit siieti	 asiz•z, .

• • •	 &We
• 0.te two letters are at the present moment the-etc-feat of study.' 	 —1
MaitStrea's they do not appear to be of a nature to modify the .point .., grere:471 •
n view defended by the Federal CounciLagainet the 1.Arpairithai. 	 •

LW;•
i t •	 in order to protect the legitimate Stdmilinterearth. •
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